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A Messege from our President to all the Members

You have heard the expression "speechless from surprise.” Those of you who
attended the October 16th meeting at Ed Alexander's saw an example of it, whether
you recognized it as such or not, Diock Little and I had just arrived as the meeting
was oalled to order, and though he had mentioned to me that I might be elected
President, I thoughtit his little joke, My part in the preliminary organizing work
had been very small, Upon actually being elected, and assuming charge of the meet-
ing, I could no more hove made a suitable acceptance speech than I could have flown,
This 1z my opportunity +o thenk all concernmed for the honor conferred on me at the
meeting.

As some of you may know, I tried to start o similar organization about ten
years ngo. Louis Hertz and I had discussed the desirobility of an organization of
collectors, nnd drew wup tentative plans for one. He was writing the artioles ALONG
THE TINPLATE TRACK in the MODEL CRAFTSMAN, =and in a couple issues mentioned the
proposed “National Tinplate Historical Society.” Preliminary response was quite
favorable, We proceeded to list nll known colleotors, and loid plans %o prepare
bulletins with news, wont ads, and a "Troding Post,” 4 poll of prospective members
indicated they were willing to pay annual dues of three dollars. When the call went
out for poyment, the ice began forming swiftly., JAbout 25% of those voting for the
three dollar amount sent in checks, The remainder went into o deep silence, and so
far as I know, have remcined there ever since, Checks received did not warrant even
trying to prepare the first bulletin, so all checks were returned and the "NTHS"
passed out of the picture before it got started, Severnl prospective members did
try to help, but it wosn't enocugh. A greeting ocard, sent me this past Christmas by
a friend, hod enclosed with 1t one of the colored application blonks for membership
Earl Gnrdner had had printed, and enclosed with all orders for Gargraves track at
that time, His efforts brought considerable response for further information, but
not enough money was ressived to save the society,

The Train Collectors Association is off to & much better start. All of us are
necessary to its success -~ teamwork will pay off. There are today many more ool=-
lectors than there were ten years ago aond many hove not heard of the  association
ond if informed would certainly be interested in jJoining. Incrensed values of old
trains make it much morc important to have a medium of exchanging information than
formerly., Tho Directory, and Quarterly, should be a great help to this ends I am
confident there has been o nced for an organigzotion for many years. Now we have one

‘started that should be o good one., Let's all get to work and put it over in a big

WoY.

Burton Logan
Presgldent
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From the Editort's Box

Since aoccepting the position of
Secretory, and with it the editorship of
this mogonzine, I feel as though there
ore many cditors watching over my shoul-
der, Quite a proocession of tinplate
magazines have gone before, and their
bones are scattered about, I hope mark~
ing the pitfalls we hope to avoid. One
magazine was  Just laid to rest, and its
ghost hns soaroely had time to join the
haunting parade, Whereln lay  the
trouble with all these magazines? We
have reached no firm conclusion, and we
simply shall go slowly, and try %o build
well.

Meny persons have asked about our
printing +the Quarterly, and including
pictures. This is very desirnble, but
the cost would be too greot to be borne
by our present membership, Printing
will remoin under oonsideration, but we
feel that five times our present momber-
ship of 66 1is necessary to support a
printed Quarterly.

We will neced o constant supply of
articles, on all phases of our hobby, to
keep the Quarterly intercsting and
informative, Don't feel bashful about
the size or quality of your collection,
or your experiences in ocollcoting. if
your writing comes with diffioculty, just
gset +the faots down, and we'll base a
story on them, But keep the artioles
ooming. Wiring dlagroms, layouts,
sketohes, and simple line drawings ean
be reproduced, so include these, too.

48 the format of +the magazine has
not completely jelled, suggestions oclong
that line are welcome. Each issue will
contain Offiocinl Notices, the troding
post, and Letters to the Editor (if any
bougquets or brickbats are thrown) os
regular foatures. an article on some
phage of +tinplate history will be =&
feature, also. We promise to try to
moke the Quarterly +the finest +tinplate
magngzine ever published,

OFf FI1 AL

NATIONAL MEETING

The national meeting will be held
Saturday and Sunday, June 4-5, 1955, ot
Ed Alexander's Train Museum in Yardley,
Pa, The earlier date than last year 1is
to enoble West Coanst members to attend,
Purther detoils will be reported in the
April Quarterly.
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STANDARDS COMMITTEE

President Logan cannounces the
appointment of the following members to
this committee:

Ed alexonder Fronk Cox
Doug Bourner W. C., Johnson
Dick Little
The first project 1is descriptive terms
for sale ond trade lists. BSeocond pro-
Ject 1s refinishing, and the +third,
valuations,

R
CONSTITUTION RATIFIED

The Seoretary hereby certifies that
the Constitution is in ecffeot as of

Januwary 19, 1965, Tally of voter +o
that date is: 34 for ratificotion,none
opposed,

- K e k- k- k.
DUES FOR 1955

Dues paid to date are for the
fisenl {and calendar) year of 1955,
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICLTION BLANKS

Membership application, and infor-
mation Yo give Yo prospective mombers is
available from the National Secretary,
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ME & MINE

by
Ed Demack

On Christmas »f 1950 my good wife
presented me with a new Liocnel 027 saot
8imply because she knew I liked trains
end ty vary the monoteny of shirts, sox
end ties. The set Iimmediately went
Yask +o the store in exshange for a
Santa Fe diesel freight set, and an 0
gege layout was started. However, from
prisr knowledge I knew that Lionel had

hefore +the war mede such Tleautiful
trains as  the "Hiawatha," "City of
Portland,” and "Flying Yankee." so in

January af 1951 I started hunting thru
hobty shops, second hand stores, ato.
in Los Angeles. 'Til then I haed never
heard of & train. eellection, but in
being routed from -ome man +to another
to mnother and on and on I eventually
ran into Evan Middleton, He furnished
me with the Flying Yankee, and a bilt
more - after viewing his oolleection
the bug bit!

In the intervening years I have
gathered 327 locos, 1100 cars, and
unnumbered aecessories, representing
7 gages and 13 makes., Of the total, 68
are standard gage, +the balance mainly
0 gages. The +trains were bought during
my travels in 12 states and in Canada.
Out eof all +the 1items only one was
bought by meil, 3 years agm, simply
becauge I prefer to deal in person and
see what I'm buying.

014 +reins in +the West are very
soarce oompared with the Midwest and
East, evidenoced by the faet +that in 9
months in Chicago in 1952 I asquired 98
locos and 20A ecars and passed up many
more beoause of leck of finances, The
West until the war was predominantly
agriocultural and relatively new, We
have only & prototypes--5.P., U.P,, and
S.,F,-=a3 compared to small boys ralsed
in sueh industrial centers as Chiocago,
Pittsburgh New York, ete,., whers every
boy grows up seeing, smelling, and
hearing trains, 1%he train hobby didn't
take hold out here 25-30-40 years ago,
consequently there are few old ones,

The hobby ef train ecollecting, I
heve found, is one of the biggest
things in my 1life, There is always the
thrill ef bhunting, searching, and
prowling +to wuuncaver scmething, never

(turn to page 4 pleasge)

WHO HAS ONE OF THCSE RARE OLD PAPIER-
MACHE LOCOMOTIVES?

asks
Burten Legan

Shortly after the turm of the
oentury, and while I wes still a very
small boy, we lived in a small town in
nerthern Illinois, ‘Before Christras,
toy departmente of several large stores

placed on sale & very unique toy loco-
motive, Made of papier-mache, these
dull-gray colored (not pa1nted) models

presented a surprising amount of detail.
Although sold as a toy, the wheels were
dummy, and the lodo would now bte classed
as a shelf piece, All that I recall
geeing were European prototype, and were
rather good copies, with various wheel
arrensements,

Santa Claus (or his assistants)
brought me one of these odd little locos.
As the good Saint had also brought me &
small German wind-up set, +the paper

engine didn't get much attention, I
don't remember when 1t bowed out of the
pisture, but it was probably about that

day of sorrow when the meochanical looo
suffered a severe fraotion of a driving
wheel, and had to be discarded.

Never once have I scen one of these
lacomotives since that time, Many ocolle
ectors have heen asked, and the answer
has always been "no." Possibly some of
our members may recall having seen one
somewhere, sometime, If so, I would be
more than happy +to hear from him, I
would oconsider one of +these as being
well up on the ladder of very rare
models,

None of these 1lncos had tenders,
most Feing +onk <tvpes. A few were
models of regular tender locos, but no
tonder was included, All were about
Gage 1 in size, Quite likely none have
survived to this 1late date, having a
fatel wealness, To busy mothers it must
have been o tremendous tempfation +to
toss it in the stove when sonny insisted
on leaving it in the middlc of the floor,
(Always the very best place to leave o
locomotive betweon runs.) It was just
an odd little lecomotive <that made its
bid for popularity, and 1'd like very

much' tn renew my acquaintance with ane,




ME AND MINE (Cont*d)

knowing what might turn up next., Then
the hurrying home to work on it, tear
1t down, olean it, repair it, ete, Then

up on the shelf to be proudly displayed
the next time o fellow oolleotor drops

by with--very casually=-"Oh yes, .herels

a little
other day,”

something I' pioked wup the
The hobby has  provided
morc hours of enjoyment in <tinkering,
fussing, polishing than enything wolse
I lmow I oculd do,

Among my prized possessions are;

Lionel #7 - brass & nickel ~ Canada

Voltamp 2130 =« 0=4~0 tunnel loco - Can,

810 Ives Trolley - Long Beach

Bing 1 gage live steomer - Glendale

Lionel 408E light green,4184419-43]~
490, mint - Pasadena

Cast iron Comelback looco, tender,
bagegage, 2 pullmans, obs, -~ Chieago

AF 0 gage oadmium plated cars = Chicago

Lionel Crane oar in early "teen" sories
Chioeago

Ives 3243 - dark groen - Portland

Lionel 256 = early, oomplete train - NY

Lionel 38lE - perfect - San Diocgo

TINPLATE TRAINS IN VARIOUS PUBLICATIONS

With surprising frequenoy toy
trains arc featured 4in news stories and
articles, or are incidental %o  such
stories. With +thls in mind we would

like to ocompile a liast of all the pub-
lications in which such stories appear.
Bettor yet, a copy of the article it-
self oould be kept. Ts start this
geotion off, +the following stories have
oome to the editor's attention in 1954:

Coronet, Ootober, article entitled
THE CHIEF DISPATCHERS OF LIONEL
TRAINS, history of Lionel

The Golden Book of Trains, Simon &
Schuster, 50¢
Children's book about real trains,
but most of the pileturcs are of
Lionel oars, lecos, and track layouts,

Pittsburgh Press, Des. 12, 1954,
Roto Seotion artiele = TOY
TRAIN PIONEER, short history of
Lionel,

(turn to Page 10 please)

RECOLLECTIONS

by Evan Middleton

Ny first train wos a little wind-up
given me in 1808, at Christmas., By 1915
it had disappeared and I reocived a 1911
Lionel, Can't romember what happened to
that one- , or how long I had it, The
next time I got interested was in the
early thirties; traded for a lot of
standard gage, inocluding a 402 and 51,
We had a goodtime with it, set up on the
seocond floor of a four car garage, The
4th of July 1936 some kids playing with
fireworks did oconsiderable damage to the
building, but most of the trains were
salvageable by repainting and oleaning,

Lec Ridgman of the Centinela Model
Rallroad read about the fire eand came
over to see the burned +troins. He ine
vited me to the CV to sec the colleotion
he had, and then I started in earncst,
Along with Noil Shomaker I joined the CV
club, and we dug up old +trains in every
seoond hand chop and salvage place around
Los Angeles. Therc were sure o lot of
trains on shelving all around the sides
of the train layout reom. When the mem-
bers started +to kick about the colleo-
tion, Lee, more intercsted in the layout
sold me his trains, A few years later
I bought Neil Shomaker's collcetion,
His colleotion included standard gage
traing from o train olub in New York,
which had occupied half = basement on
Riverside Drive, and had a membership
off 500 kids, These +trains had been
brought out West for a pieture by ¥r,
Newsome, ‘the co-patentee with Ives on
the snake pull coupler,

As the years went by I bought o
layout here and there, hunting continu-
ally., The last colleotion I got a big
kick out of was that of Christiani, who
was returning to England +to retire., I
got to his place in time to get most of
the oollecotion, which 1nocluded steam
losos in O, 1, 3", and 6" goge, also
wind-ups, electries, railrecd lanterns
100 years old, old railroad books, Eng-
lish train magozines, pletures, and many
other things,

Eighteen ycars age I helped Leo
Ridgman get +the dope together for the
Digest. I hope this Train Colleoctors
Quarterly will carry on for many years.

-4-



ANTIQUE TOY TRLINS
. in the
EDAVILLE RAILROAD MUSEUM
by Burten Legon

Part 1

Quitc o fow members of the Assoslae-
tion have visited the Edaville Museum at
South Carver, Mass., to see the old toy
trains on display there, This oolleo~
tion of old +timers has been one of the
feature attrastions of the Museum since
it was opened to the pubdblie July 2, 1950

Shelves forty feet long, protested
by glass, and a large glass oase, display
about 125 odd +trains, The oldest at
present 1s a small tin pull leec, whioh
would probably be classed as an 0«4-0,
Louis Hertz hes dated this loco as about
1850, Next in line 1is a Brown O-2e],
the first clockwork made in numbers in
the United States, about 1859, sccording
to availaeble records, There are other
various 1locos from that date +o about
1940, althoupgh few are newer than 1930,
Some of the eld lines represented are «-
Knapp, Howard, Carlisle & Finch, Voltamp,
Weeden, Bepggs, Ives, Lionel, American
Flyer, Boucher, Issameyer, Meerklin,
Bing, Platke, Stevens Dockyard, Wilkins,
and quite a few early +in fleor trains
of unknown make,

My polioy has been to have at least
one of the very old sets in operation at
all times. First year a C&F 1897 mining
set operated on its eircular track in a
glass sase, eontrolled by push button.
This lasted three yeoars before it began
to get the rheumatiz and it is now re-
tired to an honored position on the
shelves after running an unknown number
of actual miles. It 1is still in nper=-
oting condition, although it doesn't
always start without a smell boost., The
first year we =also had & loop of C&F
track as large.as possible in 4 x ¢ foot
case, with a smaller loop inside, C&F¥#4
looo and ears operated all of one year
on the outside <+rack while the inside

track oarried a C&F #20 switoh engine
and a out of oars, Both engines are
still in good running condition, Next

season a Voltamp Interurban and an elec-

tric type wors usged, but shorts ocoused
these +to be replaced with another C&F
pair, whieh finished the season. When

the C&F mining set became rather unre-

starts, a C&F #42 trolley
(smnll 4 wheel brags strect car with
gear drive) replaced it, This has oper-
ated very faithfully fer thc past two
yoars and is still golng strong, I am
inclined %o belicve these old timers
rather enjoy acnother fling now and then,
and I don't believe it hurts them ncarly
so much as I used to think it did.

The mining set referrcd te above
was made two years only, 1897 and 1898,
A regular C&F 3~pole motor was used, bel?d
drive thru countershaft to 1" drive
whecls, The "belts" arc rubber bonds,
and for all that, the motor develops
surprising powcr, It pulls five of the
large 8 whecl freights on  straight
trock. With this mining set I have the
original %bex, +track, and instruetion
sheet., Originnlly designed +to be oper-
ated by wet or chemioal batteries, the
shcet gives information on ohtaining +the
shemicnls, and how to use them, Stocl
rails that oame with this sot are similar
to later strip steel rails but heavy
copper wire is soldered to cach end of the
rails, Wires arc to be twisted together
when track is set up +to ocomplete the
electrical eirouit. Ties are very wide
and stained o light red in contract to
the later square green ties, Thesc ties
cre shown in many early C&F catnlog
$1lustrations,

In 1899 C&F abondoned the  belt
drive for their 1looo, and went to gear
drive, The line was also éxpanded with
their first sterm type looco #4. Cotalags
show these with windows indieated by
litho paper glued o the cub, I have
ncver gecn onc made this way. I have o
very carly #4 with link and pin couplers
(also shown in 1899 and a few later cate
alogs). I belicve this dates to about
1900, .lso therc is onc of their carly
#45 locos, the large nickel plated At-
lantis, Gromme ring type motor, .5 this
tender also has link ond pin oouplers,
I know 1t dates to vory early in the
linc, for almost all their ycars of munu-
faoturing they uscd the loop and staple
couplcrs,

The public response to this troin
displeoy hos boen mest oncournging, It
is surprising how many men of all nges
hove found dupliocates of their early
trains ond have stopped nt the desk to
tell me about it, More surprising, many
women have told us of sccing a  train

(turn to page 8 please)

liahle as teo
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THE TINPLATE
COLLECTOR

by Don LoSpaluto

"But the boys don't need any more
old trains, Thy spend money on old ones
like these when you can buy new ones?"

This was Mrs. LaSpaluto speaking,
some years ago when I first started to
collect old toy trains., I happened to
purchase & quantity of such trains for
wy oldest son, Frank, Mostly the trains
were Ives, which went out of business in
1932, They seemed so much like the real
thing and yet so much like toys. That
was the appenl that "got" me!

From that +time on, although the
troins were purchased for my son, 1
oould not stop playing with them. This
developed into real enjoyment and 1o and

behold, although I did not realize it
then, I became a collector, espeocinlly
of Ives trains. I've enjoyed every

minute of it, too.

Electric trains had always fascin-
ated me. They represented a hoppy
period in my ohildhood, sharing & Lionel
set with my brothers, This well-remem-
bered set wos o orange 248 with assorted
4 wheel freight ears, The ocoal hopper
especially appealed to me and every time
I had an extra seventy-five cents in my
pooket I'd run down to the toy store aond
buy another of those green cars. The
brass wheel on its sidc actually opened
the hopper doors! I must surely have
hod seven of the cars, yet I wanted more
During all those years 4that little set
was the best ever. My friends who owned
Ives trains boosted theirs were better.
I recall saying they couldn't even ocomp-
are with my wonderful Lionecl set.

After almost ten years of collect~
ing, my house looks like o muscum of old
trains, Every time o neighbor or rela-
tive comes for a visit, the ineviteble
question 48 "Mhat are you going to do
with all +that junk?" "Well," I say,
“perhaps it looks like junk to you, dut
to me it is a very pretty sight! These
Ives trains ere very ocolorful, When you
see a dozen Ives standard gage sets on
shelves you can really see and appreciate
their realism, their "Tinplatey”" flavor,
the fine work +that 1Ives oraftsman put
inte them, There are dbright oranges,
yellows, glossy blacks, greys, blues,

deep reds. I have several snoapshots
token by Genoe, the well-known model
troin photographer, and they are wonder-
ful to sec when projested against o
wall, more +than +‘wenty +times aotual
size,

"Why does anyonc buy old rare stomps
or antiquated outomobiles, or antigue
furniture?" I ask them. "It's the pleos-
ure of owning a rarity. There's fun in
trocking down an antique and acquiring it
for yourself,” Then again, as I told my
wife, "Would you rather I spend the
moncy on horses, or at the cornser bar?”
That stopped her ocold. Now she even
shows a bit of interest when o pookage
arrives oontaining an old train for my
collection, ,

Sometimes the question is "But when
are you going to stop amassing thcse old
trains?” "Is there no end? Thore  is
no end, I don't know about other colleo-
tors, but when I have aequired one of
each different numbered locomotive made
in the Ives shops, I will consider then
that I've gone far enough, =at loost in
the ccse of Ives trains, Of course, I
oan start collecting other types of
trainsg ==~ Lionel or amcrican Flyer or
Voltoap -- or of the many other makes,
It's like o man caught in quicksnond. The
more you struggle to get out, the docpor

you go. 3So I do not struggle, I try to
make an easy=-going affair oub of the
whole idea of oollecting +trains. 1In

this monmner I have found much pleasure
in writing to other colleotors and help-
ine them occquire old troins for <their
gollcotions. .

My Ives ocolleotion is neoring com-
pletion. Once I have looated about six
more Ives locos, my quest will have been
completed, I will then have onc of each
loco made from about 1900 on, when they
first introduced track trainsg,

Then I contemplate writing more
orticles showing some of the famous Ives
models, with data on eash, pertinent
facts about construction details, types,
periods when made, ete., 4ilsc inoluded
will be somc of the adventures and ex-
pericnecs  that went into this hobby,
and I con assure readers that thero will
be plenty of humor in it also, Thore are
mony who take it so seriously that they
lose sight of the true enjoyment in this
hobby; noamely, mecting new people, write

(turn to Page 8 pleasog
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2039 Frankford Avenue
Philadelphia, Pa.
Jonuary 3, 19565

AN EVENING OF OPERATION==AND TALK-w
at Jim Mocfarlane's

On January 3, Mrs. Mecfarloane and I
entertained a little group of men inter-
asted in old toy trains, Present were:

Bill Krames, with Liomel #5, 1912, and
AF President's Special; Franocis Clark;
Horry Albrecht, with Lionel sumer car

303 and #10 interurban; Don Fernandes,
with AF President's Special, Lionel 381

with Stote ears; Albert M, Rich, with
Lionel #6 and day coaches, Ives 25 nnd
129° Saratoga; Fronk Moore, Jr,; Ed

Alexander, with ancient #1 gage Moerklin
loco and c¢arsy E, E, Proffitt and Jim
Macfarlane, with an aching back from
setting up trock for all this to run on,

411 this esquipment that would fit

the roils, plus a number of my items,
were run- extensively, We had some re-
morkable +trains running, such as  the

President's Special with two locos, #29
day ooach train with double-headed 5's
alternnting with double-headed 1912's,
Lionsl 38l with its State cars, and 3
Lionel ‘trolleys, [illing in to give
adequate servliee Dbetween train runs,
Even o C&F #171 ron. This anachronism
was possible beocouse some miscreant in
the past-had equipped it with a 3rd rail
shoe and widened the wheel gage.

The track put up for this meeting
wag much admired by the boys, The
sketch shows +thaot it wos in the very
best tinplate tradition, being something
of a geometric marvel rather than eny-
+thing bearing kinship to railroad reality

The best part of the evening, of
oourse, was the talk, It went on during
the unpooking of the trains, during op-
eration, during the refreshments, during
o dork interlude while a blown fuse wus
replaced, aond during the fincl pooking
up and departure, Te most of us lead
our sombre lives with dull folk who do
not even speak the TCA language, When
a group of the initinted gets together
the pent-up thoughts of weeks pour out,

REMIEMEBER
NATIONAL MEETING

JUNE 4-5



EDAVILLE MUSEUM {cont'd from p.5)

they remomber well enough to identify os
one they played with as o girl, Usually
the train was owned by -o brother or
brothirts boy friend, but in gquite o few
or.seg, the old +train was actunlly.owned
by the lady in question. Youngsters as
& rule don't pay too much attention to
the old timers--they Just wont to see
something go. .4ind I wusually have some-
thing going for +them, wired in such o
woay that they con operate - it thenselves,
Needless to repeat, all operating sets
are bchind glass. The Public is a won-
derful institution, so long as you can
compel them to keep hands off, However,
I have a soalc model live steam loco, 1"
scale of 1890 vintage, which has been on
display for  four years, unprotcocted

but rather well out -of reach, and the
only thing anyone ever docs is ring ‘the
bell, Once in o long while someone will
roisc the removable oab roof and op-
erate the Johnson bar, but seldom even
this,

The item that has caoused the most
comment is & small oroank operated, gear
driven elecctris gencrator mnde by C&F
from about 1897 to 1912, possibly a
little later, This is displayed in
another large glass e¢asc, with the
wires oconnected +teo o -short seoction of
track with switehes, nnd a tank ecar
with o C&F #34 Aitlantic on a .siding
(small serics .tlantic introdused by
them in 1907)., A typed desoription of
the purpose of the generator completes
the display.

another item in +the 0ld Troin Dis-
play that attrocts much oattention is,
unfortunately, not owned by me, .. Con-
verso all wood train on wood strip track
with a large station, corossing sign &
High Ball signal make wp this display.
The station is also the casc to contain
the train. Loco is a 4-4~0, with 4-whecl
tcnder, coach and gondola, paper 1litho
details, Patent date on station is 1872,
Originally the property of her unclo
the train is now owncd by a lady live
ing necor Edaville., Because .  of its
family history she won't part with it;
but is glad +to have it on display .ot
the Muscum,

(to be concluded)

TINPLATE COLIECTOR {oont'd. from p.6)

ing to others, moking friends, comporing
items in your oolleotion, and trading,
Trading hos beoome +the bugoboo of many,
but T feel that troding 1is the backbone
of ocolleoting, oand without +this mcethod
many persons would still bc looking for
even the - most common items, The only
way I "oould aequire several of the more
desiroble items 4in my ocollecotion was
only by trading other troins, The troin
offered in +trade 1s often the lover by
which you moy pry o partiocular item you
wont out of another oollector.

BETTER RAILROADING AND COLLECTING
BY GROUP LETTERS

by Russ Hafdahl

For over o year the following mcn
have ocorresponded together with what we
like +to oall "Group Lotters" --Sartwell
of Portlond, Stanley of Spokanc, Middle-
ton of Los .ngeles, Demack of Long Boaoh,
Smith of Hawthornec, Melzer of Morton

Grove, Robingon of Pittsburgh, Cox of
San Diego, O'Breen and Hafdahl of
Seattle,

Bach mon has a number from 1 to 10,
designating the mailing order. #1 man
writcs o lotter, sending it to #2 mon,
who writes a lettor, sending both 1 and
#2 lottcrs to #3 man, ete, When all ten
have writton letters, the sequence is
repeated. F1 mon removes his old letter
and cncloses a new letter. Letters are
to be answercd in three ‘or four days,
even if only a note saying “dont't have
time to writc now.,” The 1letters arc of
general  tinplate interest --collecting,
operating, swapping,. 4ll +the men have
oxpressed reeciving o great amount of
cnjoyment from the lotters, and no one
has brokon the chain, Much as we would
like +to add more men, we feel +that ten
is the pructieal 1limit, and any more
would moke it get out of hand,

I would recommend, thercfore, that
anyone wishing to start another group
limit it %o ten. I would like to belong
to another group, If onyone is inter-
¢sted, please contact me.
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CAN YOU IDENTIFY
2?72

A roundhouse with turntebls, for
mechanical +trains (see sketoh Yelaw).
The turntable 1tself is green, with
orange walkwey, A 1" diameter hend
wheel on a 13" pedestal operates it.
The 'teble 1is separate from the round-
house, and has tonguss which slide into
grooves under the roundhouse, 10" long
turntable tracks run into 93* long stall
tracks. FEach stall is 6" deep, 8 high
at center of door. Total  height at
front is about 10", and roof slopes to
43" high, Roof is tile embossed maroon;
sides are sumulated block in apple green
color, Segment is not quite 90°,

(_"79:..
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This item is owmed by Bill Kress

- K K am K s ko

Year of manufacture of a Lionel 150
in brawn, or mojave as Liomnel called it,
This lnco was almost traded off as a
poor repaint, but the urge to remove the
black paint ocame, and underneath was
this odd color,

This 1tem is owned by Lou Redmen,

w K - K m K w K =

Replies to CAN YOU IDENTIFY will be pub-
lished 1in future issues, This column
will be a regular feature of the mag-
azine, as items are submitted,

CRLL BORRD

ADDRESS CHANGES

Charles T, Gabriele
50 Watson Avenue
Elizabeth, New Jersey

DIRECTORY CORRECTION

The following collector was omitted
frem the Direotory in error, and should
be inocluded therein, ms he is a Charter
Member:

Ralph F, Derby

P. 0., Box 27

Raynham, Mass,
Ralph has & colleotion which he "just
acoumulated", His prize isa fine Bradley
wood train from the 1880's, and also has
an incomplete Howard trolley he bought
as a boy, and a lot of other old pieces.

AFPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

Frank Ball
45 Fresh Pond Lane
Cambridge, Mass,
Dealer in old toys and mechaniecal banks
Reoommended by Burton Logan

W, Grahanm Clayter, Jr.

2912 N St., N, W,

Washington 7, D, C,
Grahem 1s a ‘collector. and operator of
2-rail #2 gage, and standard gage. His
colleoction consists of Veltamp, C&F, and
Lionel Standard, and has an operating
layout,

Recommended by Lou Redman

Albert M. Rich

1116 Wheatsheaf Lane

Abington, Pa.
Al's main interest 1is Ives 0 gage,
especially the 1900-1915 period, His
collcotion consists of Lionel and Ives O
gage, Lionel 00, and Lionel Standard,

He also has an operating layout in HO,
Recommended by Harry Albrecht,

HAVE YOU SOLICITED A NEW MEMBER?
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INTERCHANGE POINT

for sale or trode:
Lionel oatalogs .1931-1941, AF 1932-
1940, Ives 1911, Also Lionel Mag.Vel.
3-§6; Vol. 4-f4,8: Vel. 5, #3,5.

Haerry Albrecht has

Robert Sterr wants AF #4006 Hovper,

Joe Kuster will pay ocash for Maerklin
0 gage 1777 milk ocar, 1790 mdse, ooy
1775 eoal dust ocar, 1776 wine car,
1793 Kuhlwogen.

Jim MoKercher wnnts 400E in eorinkle?
black, dark blue, & blaock with nickel
trim, State ours, President's Speecial
cors, Also pilet wheels for #6.

InRue Shempp welcamos letters from
fellow oollectors., Wants Ives oopper
and niekel Prosperity Speecial, to com=
plete his collection ofboyhood trains.

_Guarantecs to give it a good home,

Ed Alexcnder hus standard goge oar

wheels for sale; has a list of items

for swap, including some 00, Also has

perfect duplicates of Lionel 381 & 408

pantographs ot $3.75 each postpaid.

John Kelly wants 150 & 700 Lionel eleo-
trics, 238E, Hiawatha, various maga-
zines and catalogs. Has Model Builder
mag,., oatalogs, end Lionel & Ives std
gage for sanle or trade,

Diak Wheeler makes stondard gage wheels,
has available steam & eleotriec for
Lionel, eleotric for AF. Elestric--
$1.25, steam--$1,50

Elwood Pieper wants Lves freight trucks.,

PR %
g T

8 (cont'd from p.4)

S

PUBLICATION

Pittsburgh Press, January 9, 1955
Ploture in Roto section, showing
Lionel +roins in operation at Hanfora
Atomic Produsts Operation., Shows
specinl tinplate trackwork.

What other items have you scen this
past year? A complete list will be pub-
lished of all items sent in--and. the
articles will be kept on file if sent,
too.

disturbed!

but at  different times, and under diff-

Walt Popek also invites correspondense,

, is interested in 2 7/8" gage, trolleys,
locos in brass, copper, nlckel. Also
AF ohrome train, Voltamp, C&F, Howard,
Knapp, and catalogs.

Harvey Roe manufactures
gage perts.

and sells std,

Art Pellissier wants Buropean type frt.
or passenger ocars, oany make, #L goge.
Will buy or +trade ocertain items in
this gage.

Carl Robinson wants Liomel #7, 54, 381,
400 locos, 29, 412=thru 490 pass.cars,
“Ives 1125, 1129, 1134, 3243, AF Pres.
Speeial, trolleys, pre-1925 catalogs.

sole std.

John Resch makes and has for

gage parts.

Rey Galbraith wants Ives 131 orange bag-
goge car, Has 8 wheel Dorfan hopper &
PRR box {reddish-brown) for sale/trade, .

Lou Redman has list of items for swap;
or sale; Lionel, Ives, AF, misc, 0 &
std., 1929-1940 cntalogs. Wants Lidnel :
Mog.Vol 1,#1-3~5, 700 Lionel eleotrio. ‘

v

b o
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! PANTOGRAPHS STOLEN
!
' One visitor to Ed Alexandcrs Train
Museum knew exactly whnt he wanted. Ed
i reports that someone ecntered his born,
| went +thru his first fleoor room, up the
steps to the second floor, thru that low
doorway into +the workshop, picked out
the glass Jar containing three pair of
408E pantographs, and guietly made off
with them., And not another item wos

HOW DID YOU GET STARTED COLLECTING?
The colleocting bug hit all of us,

erent circumstonces. The way you start-

ed makes interesting reading to ather
collooters, Why not write it down just .
ag it cccurred? We'll use your story in
future issues of the Quarterly.
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